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of adaptation of the principles hitherto sanctioned in the Legislature are breaches of that pledge. At any time that I am challenged I am always ready to take a -verdict*
"Now from what I have said I think you will realise that to me at least, this unemployment problem is the crucial problem of our country. I regard it as such. If I can fight it I am willing to fight it- I cannot fight it without weapons.
*' I have for myself come to the conclusion that owing to the conditions which exist in the world to-day, having regard to economic environment, having regard to the situation of our country, if we go on pottering along as we are we shall have grave unemployment with us to the end of time, and I have come to the conclusion myself that the only way of fighting this subject is by protecting the home market/'
This final remark was greeted with a full throated chorus of "Good Old Baldwin." The throng that had opened the gathering by bellowing "Rule Britannia" departed firmly satisfied that Mr. Baldwin was the ideal person to gaze down from the walls of musty committee rooms decked in red, white and blue ribbons. The Party in all its over-centralised glory was watching over Home and Empire again. The strange vicissitudes of Dukes and Land Taxes had been forgotten. The dream of Joseph Chamberlain might be the last resort of the unemployed that winter, and the primroses would be blooming again in the spring*